Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 298 K; mean (C-C) = 0.008 Å; R factor = 0.045; wR factor = 0.127; data-to-parameter ratio = 6.5.
The asymmetric unit of the title compound, C 12 H 10 N 2 O 3 , contains two crystallographically independent molecules, in which the furan and benzene rings are oriented at dihedral angles of 46.09 (3) and 39.98 (3) . In the crystal structure, weak intermolecular C-HÁ Á ÁN hydrogen bonds link the molecules into chains running nearly parallel to the a axis.
Related literature
For general background, see: Li & Zhang (2005) ; Antal et al. (1991) ; Basta & El-Saied (2003) . For bond-length data, see: Allen et al. (1987) .
Experimental
Crystal data C 12 H 10 N 2 O 3 M r = 230.22
Orthorhombic, Pca2 1 a = 21.634 (2) Å b = 3.8286 (9) Å c = 26.660 (2) Å V = 2208.2 (6) Å 3 Z = 8 Mo K radiation = 0.10 mm À1 T = 298 K 0.42 Â 0.39 Â 0.20 mm
Data collection
Bruker SMART CCD area-detector diffractometer Absorption correction: multi-scan (SADABS; Siemens, 1996) T min = 0.959, T max = 0.980 8789 measured reflections 2002 independent reflections 1331 reflections with I > 2(I) R int = 0.051 Refinement R[F 2 > 2(F 2 )] = 0.045 wR(F 2 ) = 0.127 S = 1.06 2002 reflections 307 parameters 1 restraint H-atom parameters constrained Á max = 0.15 e Å À3 Á min = À0.16 e Å À3 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ).
Symmetry code: (i) x þ 1 2 ; Ày þ 2; z.
Data collection: SMART (Siemens, 1996); cell refinement: SAINT (Siemens, 1996); data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008); molecular graphics: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) and ORTEP-3 for Windows (Farrugia, 1997) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL.
Schiff base complexes are of great interests for inorganic and bioinorganic chemists. To the best of our knowledge, in the past two decades, Schiff base complexes derived from furaldehydes have been less reported (Li & Zhang, 2005) . Furaldehydes are raw materials used for preparing many medicines and industrial products, and some of furfural derivatives have a strong bactericidal ability and their antibacterial activities are fairly broad (Antal et al., 1991; Basta & EI-Saied, 2003) . As an extension of our work on the structural characterizations of Schiff bases of furaldehyde derivatives, we report herein the crystal structure of the title compound.
The asymmetric unit of the title compound contains two crystallographically independent molecules ( Fig. 1) , in which the bond lengths (Allen et al., 1987) and angles are generally within normal ranges. Rings A (O1/C2-C5), B (C7-C12) and C (O4/C14-C17), D (C19-C24) are, of course, planar, and they are oriented at dihedral angles of A/B = 46.09 (3) and C/D = 39.98 (3) °.
In the crystal structure, weak intermolecular C-H···N hydrogen bonds (Table 1) link the molecules into chains nearly parallel to the a-axis ( Fig. 2 ), in which they may be effective in the stabilization of the structure.
Experimental
For the preparation of the title compound, 5-methyl-2-furaldehyde (11.0 mg, 0.1 mmol) and 3-nitrobenzenamine (13.8 mg, 0.1 mmol) were dissolved in methanol (10 ml). The mixture was stirred for 1 h at room temperature, and then filtered. After allowing the filtrate to stand in air for 7 d, yellow block-shaped crystals of the title compound were obtained. They were collected, washed with methanol and dried in a vacuum desiccator using anhydrous CaCl 2 (yield; 60%).
Refinement
H atoms were positioned geometrically, with C-H = 0.93 and 0.96 Å for aromatic and methyl H, respectively, and constrained to ride on their parent atoms, with U iso (H) = xU eq (C), where x = 1.2 for aromatic H and x = 1.5 for methyl H atoms. Friedel pairs were merged. Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the title molecule, with the atom-numbering scheme. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 30% probability level. Refinement. Refinement of F 2 against ALL reflections. The weighted R-factor wR and goodness of fit S are based on F 2 , conventional R-factors R are based on F, with F set to zero for negative F 2 . The threshold expression of F 2 > σ(F 2 ) is used only for calculating Rfactors(gt) etc. and is not relevant to the choice of reflections for refinement. R-factors based on F 2 are statistically about twice as large as those based on F, and R-factors based on ALL data will be even larger. 
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